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Dear Friends, 

On Sunday mornings during lockdown I got into the habit of tuning in to Radio Lancashire for the 8 am 

service that’s broadcast across BBC local radio stations.  One Sunday in July the service came from 

Salisbury Cathedral which was celebrating the 800th anniversary of its foundation.  With its 123m high 

steeple it was the tallest medieval structure in the country and I found I was holding my breath as the 

Clerk of Works described what it was like to climb to the top of the spire to maintain the warning l ight 

and anemometer (that measures wind speeds).  Watching a replay on the Cathedral website, he had 

to climb up the rungs embedded in the stonework on the outside of the spire.   He said; “You kind of 

take stock and marvel how they built this Spire and Cathedral in the first place, it is just awe-inspiring.  

Maybe they had divine intervention.”  The stonemasons would have needed something like that 800 

years ago as they let go to position each piece of stone in the right place: at least the Clerk of Works 

had the benefit of modern equipment and a steeplejack companion. 

I started wondering how the Cathedral would recruit someone for such an unusual job and what he 

would write in his CV.  Would it be one bullet-point among many saying “Ability to scale church spires 

to carry out maintenance”?   

On reflection, at some time in our lives we may have prepared a ‘CV’ to introduce ourselves when 

looking for a new opportunity or to show what skills or accomplishments we’ve acquired.  As we 

contemplate the future of our church, we may be required to adapt to modified forms of worship and 

pastoral care because of the pandemic.   

A few months ago, none of us would even think of learning the finer points of Zoom meetings or 

interpreting the rules on social distancing.  Meanwhile our buildings have been subjected to a 

comprehensive risk assessment before being allowed to re-open for worship and the elders will need 

to absorb and respond to the requirements of keeping the congregation in a safe and sanitised 

environment.    

As with any unfamiliar work we’re going to need time and patience to adapt to the practicalities of the 

“new normal”.  Many of us dislike change so while we contemplate what the future might look like, I’m 

going to prayerfully seek guidance on renewing my own CV.  Although I can’t be too ambitious because 

of my out-dated qualifications, I’m hoping to include an awareness of how, with the Lord’s help, I can 

usefully contribute to our church’s efforts to establish and nurture a post-pandemic life for itself.  So, if 

I’m looking thoughtful during a Zoom service you can perhaps guess my train of thought. 

 

 

     September 2020 
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There’s a hymn by Fred Kaan which I feel might echo our feelings as we stand on the threshold: 

1.                                                     2.                                                    3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stella Clarke. 

 

Resuming Worship? 

Members and friends may be interested to hear of the recent discussions and decisions relating to the 

use of our buildings. The aim is, of course, to return to meeting and worshipping together without putting 

anyone’s health at risk. 

Government guidance covering Places of Worship lists many requirements and recommendations 

aimed at reducing the likelihood that the virus might be passed on. Management Committee and the 

Elders have considered this detailed guidance, and have reached a number of conclusions. 

A person is at highest risk when close to someone else with the virus for a significant length of time. 

This is why social distancing, face coverings and ventilation are so important. As the church building 

has no windows which can be opened, and its seating arrangement restricts social distancing, it will 

remain out of use for the time being. 

 

In contrast, the hall has numerous windows, and individual chairs which can be set out at appropriate 

distances. So the Elders have asked Management Committee to make the necessary arrangements 

to enable a service of worship to be held in the hall in late September or early October. 

The hall will need to be thoroughly cleaned after such a long period of closure, and procedures must 

be put in place to ensure regular cleaning and sanitising before, during and after each use. It is likely 

that the kitchen will not be brought back into use, and Holy Communion will not be possible at this first 

service. Also, in accordance with government guidance, face masks must be worn and there will be no 

singing. 

 

Other factors will also impact when the service can be held – the hall requires some maintenance and 

decoration work to be completed before the Autumn. It was delayed when the building was closed, but 

is now in hand, and is expected to be completed in the next few weeks. 

The possibility of meeting for worship outdoors in the church garden is also being borne in mind. 

For the time being, other gatherings and meetings of the church family are not permitted, so we cannot 

yet resume our regular groups and coffee mornings. A number of other specific activities and 

organisations have been given government approval, and the Elders have given permission for 

Management Committee to work with some external organisations who wish to return to meeting in our 

hall. This will require detailed agreements regarding safety of everyone who enters the building, but it 

is possible that external groups may begin meeting again in the hall. 

 

More details of the specific arrangements will be given at a later stage, as guidance may change in the 

meantime.         The Elders. 

We pause to give thanks 

and focus our thought 

on how far our God  

His people has brought. 

We pause for affirming 

our ‘Yes’ to his call, 

pursuing his future: 

life’s fullness for all. 

   The future is here   

    as Christ sets us free; 

    we reach out in hope 

    for all that will be. 

    We go where he leads us, 

    to time’s furthest ends, 

    to share in his mission 

    as partners and friends. 

We rise and we risk 

the course he has set, 

To care for our world, 

a world of ‘not-yet’; 

at one in the Spirit, 

we follow Christ’s way 

and put into practice 

God’s future today. 
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A Rocha Eco Church Silver Award.   

The plaque for our A Rocha Eco Church Silver Award has 

now arrived, and will be mounted in the church hall near the 

serving hatch, where it will be noticed by many members and 

visitors, and perhaps cause comments and start 

conversations. As some members and friends may not be in 

the hall for a while yet, here is a picture of the plaque.      

Gordon Bell. 

 

A Holiday? Yeah! 

Along with everyone else during this Coronavirus pandemic we have had the holidays we had booked 

for the months of May and July cancelled. However, our daughter and family moved to live in Filey on 

the East Coast two days before the country went into lockdown. We planned to go for a visit around 

Peter’s birthday in early August and were fortunate that we could go. It was a perfect week weather 

wise, not too hot and with a refreshing sea breeze, and it was wonderful to be with our daughter after 

5 months separation. FaceTime is great for keeping in touch with people but there is nothing better 

than actually being together. 

After a lovely week we felt sad to be leaving them but coming home along the A170 road from Pickering 

to Thirsk the views of the countryside were spectacular. Spread out before us we could see the full 

beauty of God’s Creation. It was breath taking and lifted our spirits immensely. It was interesting to see 

the changes in the land and animals as we made our way back into Lancashire. We arrived in Garstang 

to a garden full of flowers, (and probably some weeds but we didn’t see them), thinking how fortunate 

we are to be Custodians of this wonderful Countryside and vowing to do our bit to keep it that way.  

 

Mary and Peter Thornber. 
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How has the Coronavirus affected you? 

Last year at this time one of the main topics of conversation was 'Brexit'; how will it affect us, has the 

right decision been made, will we get a good deal that suits Britain and so on. 

Well that has been put on the back burner for now until later this year. 

 

How things can change however, something we had never heard of then, has taken over and yes, it is 

Coronavirus of course. The title of this short article 'How has the Coronavirus affected you?' can be the 

start of many varied answers depending on circumstances. Have you had the virus or know of someone 

who has had it and died, or recovered, were you out or work because of it, were your children off school 

and had to rely on you to act as teacher? You may have had your holiday plans cancelled or missed 

going out to your favourite eating place, the list is endless. 

 

Last Sunday evening Revd. Irene led a Reflection and Wholeness service on Zoom which I attended. 

The service took the usual format with hymns and readings together with a 'Reflection' which I found 

very moving and thought provoking. 

Irene told the story of Mary and her husband Ernest, they had a two year old son. Mary was a nurse 

and contracted Coronavirus, she was heavily pregnant. Because of Mary's condition her baby was 

delivered early by a caesarean operation, the baby survived but a week later Mary died.  

 

This is just one of the many stories that could be told that have dramatically changed the lives of many 

individuals and families. 

So, I ask again 'How has the Coronavirus affected you?'. 

David Ralphs. 

 

Update from Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory 
 

Across Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory, Christian Aid partners have been 

responding to the coronavirus pandemic by providing information and support to the most 

vulnerable communities.  

Our local partner the Legal Centre for Arab Minority 

Rights in Israel (Adalah) has been pushing for the 

authorities to provide access to coronavirus testing and 

ensure healthcare services reach Bedouins living in 

the Negev desert. Adalah has also been successfully 

campaigning for the Israeli Ministry of Health to provide 

real- time coronavirus updates in Arabic as well as 

Hebrew.  

 

The Palestinian Agricultural Development Association 

(PARC) is working with the Ministry of Agriculture to 

help farmers to continue to work safely and supply food 

to people living in Gaza and the West Bank. PARC is 

also distributing information about the importance of 

regular hand washing and physical distancing to 

prevent the spread of coronavirus. 
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Shu’un al Mar’a (Women’s Affairs Centre) has been using radio and social media to provide women 

and girls in Gaza, who have survived sexual and physical violence, with information on the importance 

of regular hand washing and physical distancing to prevent the spread of coronavirus.  

 

The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR) has been raising concerns about the conditions of 

quarantine facilities in Gaza, pushing for effective enforcement of social distancing (in particular the 

ban of public gatherings) and exposing the impact of the 13-year blockade on the healthcare system.  

Our local partner in emergencies, The Palestinian Medical Relief Society (PMRS), plans to help people 

living in Gaza and the West Bank by offering emotional support to help people keep calm, as well as 

providing care to high-risk people such as the elderly and those with chronic illnesses. Additionally, 

PMRS plans to provide personal protective equipment to frontline medical staff in health centres, and 

also raise awareness of the importance of regular hand washing and physical distancing to prevent the 

spread of coronavirus in the region.  

 

EAPPI works to secure safer checkpoints  

Christian Aid partner the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme (EAPPI) supported people at risk 

across the West Bank by providing a protective presence at key flashpoints at Hebron, Jordan Valley, 

and Bethlehem border crossings. Around 30,000 people crossing at these checkpoints benefitted from 

the presence of Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs) through EAPPI.  

We have more human rights monitors on the ground than any other organisation in Israel and the 

occupied Palestinian territory. At any given time, 25 to 35 EAs are in the field providing a protective 

presence and protective advocacy on a daily basis. Our knowledge and expertise is valued by a wide-

network of international organisations and UN agencies. 

 

 

 

 

EAPPI has been working to bring about improvements during checkpoint crossings, such as 

persuading soldiers to open gates to allow people through, connecting organisations that can help 

people who are denied access at checkpoints, and alerting the humanitarian hotline when 

overcrowding results in crushes at peak times.  

We’ve heard that local communities are feeling safer in their homes and on their land, and that settler 

aggression has reduced due to our partner’s presence. EAPPI will continue to amplify the voices of 

marginalised Palestinian communities living under occupation. 

Ecumenical Accompaniers help 

children through an Israeli checkpoint. 

 

Palestinian workers queue to cross into Israel. 
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Ann’s Bubble. 
 
While some of listen to the URC Sunday Service at home, Ann Wicks has opened up her garden to 
other members for readings and fellowship. All socially distanced and in the open air. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you Christian Aid Donation is helping. 

Dear Friends at Garstang URC, 

By now, we’re all aware of how devastating coronavirus is. Your donation has helped ease the impact 

of the virus and support vulnerable people around the world. 

People like Sani Tamang, who lost her 

eyesight at the age of eight. Now, at 45 

years old, she lives with her son and in-laws 

on a small farm in Nepal. Her father in-law 

works whenever he can to meet the family’s 

needs, but when lockdown was announced, 

he had no choice but to stay home. With no 

money coming in, life became very hard. 

Sani says they had no cash to buy food. 

The family were going through a very 

difficult time. But after a few days, thanks to 

the generosity of supporters like you, they received food aid through our local partner; Community 

Development Forum (CDF). They were delighted when they received food packages, which would last 

them a month! For Sani, it means that she could feed her son nutritious meals: ‘We are cooking the 

food we got and enjoying our meals. My son heartily enjoys eating and that makes me content and 

joyful’. 
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Your support continues to make a difference in the 25 countries where Christian Aid is responding. 

Together we are supporting local families and communities through these unprecedented times. 

However, the struggle is not over. So many vulnerable communities are unable to make ends meet 

during the pandemic. Some countries are also struggling with disasters outside of the pandemic. In 

Beirut, Lebanon, the recent explosion on 4 August 2020 has made a dire situation even worse.  

Let us keep our thoughts and prayer with those that are still suffering. Even in the darkest moments, 

love gives hope.  

I hope you are keeping well and thank you for your continuous support,  

Michael Mosselmans 

Head of Humanitarian 

Christian Aid  

 

Christian Aid Lebanon Crisis Appeal. 

Christian Aid are currently providing assistance to over 300,000 people made homeless by the recent 

major explosion: 

• Distributing food, water, hygiene and disinfection materials as well as clothes, mattresses, and 

blankets. 

• Helping affected households to access medicine and health services. 

• Mobilising volunteers to remove rubble in the places most damaged by the explosion. 

• Referring families to temporary shelters and providing minor repairs for homes. 

Anyone wishing to make a donation to Christian Aid's Lebanon Crisis Appeal can do so via the link 

below: 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/lebanon-crisis-appeal 

or by searching Christian Aid Lebanon crisis appeal on Google or any other search engine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/lebanon-crisis-appeal
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Face coverings.  

Heather Chapman Fox and Marianne are making washable face masks and 

are happy to make any to order for friends and members of our fellowship. 

 

 

Book Fair. 

This weekend would have been our annual book fair with the usual 

refreshments, tea and coffee. Can’t you just smell the bacon! 

Below are some photos to remind you of fairs gone by. 

 

 

 

STOP PRESS ! Songs of Praise on BBC1, Sunday, 13th September, is to focus on the Mayflower 

Pilgrims with contributions from Stephen Tomkins, Editor of Reform, and John Bradbury the new URC 

General Secretary. Stella Clarke. 


